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ANOVA
Cohort by sex by life period

• Main effect of life period

• Interaction between life
period and cohort for life
period 25-50 - a perspective
effect?

the time between 0 and 25 still seems to be the most important
period for the constitution of the personal biography, in spite of
historical and societal change

Sample categories of mentioned life events Percentage of participants mentioning the event
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Would you mention your own
death as part of your
biography?

67% of 25-year-old men did,
compared to approx. 20% of
other groups

ANOVA:
cohort by sex by life period

• Main effect:
cohort and life period

• Interaction: life period -
cohort

• Oldest cohort experienced
less control for period 0-25:
societal change?

 ANOVA: cohort by sex by life period
• Main effect: life period
• Interaction: life period - cohort AND life period - sex

34: 26 I would have liked to study. I was supposed
to [become a teacher]. And in those days, one
didn't have a scholarship, and my father couldn't
pay that at all, right? When there are so many
children, then the boys came first, my brothers,
both of them. And I was the third, and then the girl
has of course less chances. And then I had to, I
wanted to become a nurse. That wasn't possible
either, one also had to pay a lot. That was for my
father, that wasn't possible with the money.

291: 48 School was of course nice. I preferred
going to school , but my parents, we were eight
children and no one was interested. And it was a
time of crisis and no one, learning, ongoing
education, wasn't a question. We had to help our
parents.

Qualitative analysis: the subjective side of a normative life event
narratives of women from two different cohorts about their education
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200: 32 Well what certainly was important for me
was, mh, the school I went to after secondary
school. I went to a [Diplommittelschule] for two
years. And there they tried to (...) and brought in
new things that were totally foreign to me. Like,
self-evaluation and all so psychological stuff, well,
yeah (laughs).

47:12 - 14 (...) I started the apprenticeship as a
cook in a restaurant and I didn't like it at all there.
So I tried to change, right? I actually wanted to
stop and then they told me I shouldn't do that, I
should continue, they'd find me a place. (...) I just
had a separation in a relationship then, really hard,
and then and then all of that came as well. And
that gave me afterwards, after all that, it gave me a
direction again. I wanted to continue the cook
apprenticeship and, not for ever, but, well, it gave
me direction for 3, 4 years.

DESIGN
Qualitative interview study with 3 different cohorts (N=75):
a measure of historical change

• Oldest cohort: born 1920-25 (“Between-the-wars”
  generation)
• Middle cohort: born 1945-50 (“Baby boomers”)
• Youngest cohort: born 1970-75 (“Generation X”)

INTERVIEW focus on 4 life periods:
• birth to young adulthood (0-25 yrs)
• young to middle adulthood (25-50)
• middle adulthood to old age (50-75)
• old age to very old age (over 75)

Participants from different cohorts assessed the life periods from different
perspectives
This “simulates” a classical longitudinal design over 100 years!

For each life period, a panorama of significant life events was elaborated. Also,
consequences of each life event for the further life course and control over the event
were assessed

CONCLUSIONS

• Analysis of individual biographies can be used to identify aspects of
historical and societal change

• The life period between childhood and young adulthood was most affected
by historical changes

NEXT STEPS more qualitative analyses of interview data

questionnaire study based on present findings (N=600; January 1999)
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Consequences
 Percentage of positively rated consequences of life events

Control
 Percentage of control over life events

FOCUS
Have individual biographies changed
over the past 50 years?

How  has societal change influenced the
lives of individuals from different cohorts?

How  do persons from different cohorts
perceive their past and future biography?
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